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On March 9, Arturo Cruz resigned from the leadership of the United Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO).
UNO is headed by a directorate consisting of three persons. Cruz was the second to resign from
the directorate in the past month, preceded by Adolfo Calero, head of the Nicaraguan Democratic
Front (FDN), the main contra army. Alfonso Robelo remains of the original three, and Pedro
Joaquin Chamorro has been confirmed to succeed Calero. (See CAU 03/11/87.) Cruz is considered a
political moderate relative to the more conservative tendencies prevailing among FDN leaders and
their supporters under the UNO umbrella organization. Congressional supporters of the Reagan
administration's Central America policy as well as top bureaucrats within the State Department
had seen in Cruz a viable means for making US support for the contra movement palatable to the
American public and the US Congress. At a March 10 press briefing, State Department spokesman
Charles Redman said the United States hopes Cruz will remain active in the movement opposing
the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. "Arturo Cruz has been a dedicated leader in the Nicaraguan
resistance. His accomplishments warrant admiration and respect. And we would hope that Mr. Cruz
will continue to be actively involved in the resistance effort. Despite his resignation, the resistance
will continue. It does not depend on any single individual." Asked about the prospects for winning
additional congressional approval for funding the contras, Redman said he hesitated to speculate on
the issue, adding that "the reasons which have been deemed worthy by the Congress in the past for
voting in favor of assistance to the resistance continue to be valid, continue to be worthy objectives.
So it's the administration's feeling that assistance should certainly continue." Redman noted that
the UNO leadership was meeting in Costa Rica March 10 and had been meeting even before Cruz
announced his resignation. The State Department spokesman said he could not respond directly
to Cruz's criticism that UNO was unwilling to make real democratic reforms. "I think the UNO
leadership out to do that themselves. It's their organization. Mr. Cruz wished to make the resistance
more reflective of the broad opposition to the Sandinista regime...I understand that UNO, in a
statement yesterday on Mr. Cruz's resignation, announced that the reforms already agreed to would
go forward." On the same day, White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater told reporters that while
the administration regrets the resignation of Cruz, a series of meetings in Miami by contra leaders
is expected to result in a strong civilian UNO leadership, with the military operating under civilian
authority.
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